
ROUNDABOUT RUMINATIONS

Description

As I wander around Whisper Creek, several residents have stopped me to suggest potential columns.
“I’ll see what I can do,” is always my reply.

Creeker Karen complains about so many people on State Route 80 driving slowly in the left lane,
forcing you to have to pass them on the right. I’m not sure how I can create an entire column out of
that, but at least I can give her grievance the light of day. “HEY! When you’re going slow, drive on 
the right and stay out of the passing lane!” Hope that helps, Karen. 

Whisper Creek Brian reports that he and his wife were headed to the Casino in Immokalee a few days
back when they came upon a roundabout where, for no reason, traffic was stopped. Someone
(probably the guy who drives in the right lane from the above story) was apparently hesitant to enter
said roundabout. Brian said that they sat there for 20 minutes (his wife said 3-4 minutes) until traffic
moved again. As a solution, Brian suggested that someone make a YouTube video to teach people
how to use a roundabout. Or maybe he could lead a class over in the community center? Notice: 
Please drive on the right side of the road on your way to said lesson!

All of the above reminds me of a funny story. I was teaching a two week class in Coventry, England
(the home of lady Godiva so I’m told) and after the class was over my wife and I rented a car and
headed to London to wander around for a bit. Trafalgar Square was magnificent, but the car was tiny
and the food was awful ~ but that’s another story. 

If Brian thinks that his traffic backup was bad, I suggest that he tries driving in downtown London
sometime. I swear that the traffic was so bad (how bad was it?) that at times we seemed to be going
backward. 
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That is until we hit the famous Cranham Roundabout. Now keep in mind that I am driving a tiny car,
knees up in my chest, SITTING ON THE WRONG SIDE OF THE CAR and on the WRONG SIDE OF
THE ROAD. I still sweat 20 years later just thinking about it. If I counted right, there were 7 lanes of
traffic all zipping around clockwise at Cranham. I can honestly say that I know how it feels to drive the
Indianapolis Speedway now. 

Well I’m zipping around the roundabout, knuckles white as snow, tension building and my wife kindly
offering driving suggestions in my left ear. After several go-a-rounds, I found an exit. I pulled over to a
curb, and promptly called the rental car company to come and get that clown car. I then headed
straight for the nearest pub. And as the second (or was it the third?) Guinness began to take effect and
my nerves settled down, I heard some guy a few stools over laughing about how slow them damn
Yanks drive on the roundabout!! And in the wrong lane of all things!

And that my dear readers is how we come full circle.

MEET THE AUTHOR ??

Fellow Whisper Creeker Greg Stangl comes to us from the great state of Wisconsin. He and his wife
Colleen spend summers on Lake Wisconsin and enjoy the leisurely winter months here in our little
paradise together with their beautiful Springer Spaniels Isabella Rosalini and Sophia Loren. 

Greg is a professional photographer, speaker and writer who not only owned a photography studio for
40 years, but also taught college courses and lectured on the subject in 35 states and 7 countries.

Greg’s other passion is writing. He has published works in 10 national magazines and also authored
workbooks employed in photography and marketing. Whisper Creeker News is both honored and
excited for Greg to share his creative writing talents with us as well!

ENJOY ‘THE STANGL ANGLE” BLOG ARTICLES AS THEY’RE POSTED EVERY SUNDAY!
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